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TARIFF INVESTIGATION TO COVER THIS YEAR’S CROP 

The U. S. Tariff Commission has announced that it will be 
unable to complete its new investigations on tomato products 
and cherries, sulphured or in brine, until the harvesting and 
marketing of this year’s crops of tomatoes and cherries. The 
reopening of these investigations was noted in the Information 
Letter for May 9. 


CONFERENCE OF SIMPLIFICATION OF PAPERBOARD CASES 
The Division of Simplified Practice of the U. S. Bureau of 
Standards has called a general conference to consider the sim- 
plification of the sizes of paperboard shipping cases for canned 
fruits and vegetables. The meeting will be held in Washington, 
D. C., at the U. 8. Department of Commerce, Room 407, on Fri- 
day, May 29, at 10 a.m. Manufacturers of paperboard shipping 
cases, canners, distributors, carriers and other groups concerned 
have been invited to attend this conference, which will be held in 
conjunction with the Paperboard Industries Association. 


CONDITION OF PEAS FOR CANNING 

The table below, compiled by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics and issued under date May 13, shows the condition 
of green peas for canning or manufacture on May 1, 1931, com- 
pared with the condition on the same date in 1930 and with the 
average condition on May 1 for the five years preceding 1930. 
Condition refers to the state of growth and stand of that part 
of the crop which was up on May 1. In some areas it is too 
early to get satisfactory reports on the crop. 

Condition is about 5 points below that on the same date last 
year and is slightly below the five-year average condition on 
May 1. Some difficulty has been experienced with poor germina- 
tion of seed both in the Tri-States area and in Wisconsin. 

The early plantings of Alaskas in Wisconsin have come up 
more rapidly than usual and are farther along than canners 
expected. However, frequent freezes have tended to make growth 
slow after the plants have appeared above ground. As a conse- 
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quence, there is a tendency of all early plantings to reach ap- 
proximately the same stage of growth and cause a bunching of 
the crop at canning time. Accordingly, canners in this area are 
inclined to make their later plantings more slowly in order to 
avoid this situation. 


5-year average 
State May 11,1981 May 1, 19380 May 1 


Per cent Per cent Per cent 
New Jersey. , 0 91 
Pennsylvania . 5 81 
North Atlantic 86.0 81.0 80.1 
76 92 
Illinois ....... 05 87 
Michigan 90 90 
Wisconsin ...... 90 81 
Minnesota ... 0 S4 92 
North Central... 82.7 90.1 83.4 
Delaware .......... 8) 
Maryland . sve 86 90 
South Atlantic 80.9 86.6 89.8 
South Central......... 100.0 
Far Western............ 92.9 92.9 
Other States t... . 83 92 
U. 8. Average...... . 88.5 88.7 84.1 


*No rt. + Too early to report on condition. ¢ “Other States” include Idaho, Iowa, 
Kansas, Virginia and Wyoming. 


CONDITION OF SOUTHERN PEACH CROP 


Peaches in the 10 southern states are reported to be in very 
good condition except in Oklahoma and Texas where spring 
freezes did considerable damage. In Georgia and North Caro- 
lina, present prospects are favorable for a good crop, but in Ala- 
bama, Arkansas, and South Carolina, not quite so favorable. 
For the group of 10 states, the average condition on May 1 as 
reported to the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics was 
70.9 per cent of normal, which is very much better than the 
44.5 per cent reported last year at this time and well above the 
average of 64.8 for the previous 6 years. 

These conditions indicate that production this year may 
reach 18,000,000 bushels or more, which compares with 10,173,- 
000 bushels estimated for these states last year. The largest 
previous production was in 1928 when the estimated crop was 
21,358,000 bushels. The forecast based on the May 1 condition @) ¢ 
includes a tentative indication on the total Georgia crop. 
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TRUCK CROP MARKETS 


Compared with last spring, crop conditions are generally 
better because of greater rainfall this season. Acreages of many 
products also were increased this year. As a result of these 
factors and because of the longer shipping period for Florida 
citrus fruits, the total carlot movement of 30 leading fruits and 
vegetables during the week ended May 9 reached 20,610 cars, 
as against 16,060 during the same period in 1930, according to 
the U. S. Market News Service. There was an increase of 
nearly 2,000 cars over movement of the last week of April. 


Tomato shipments were increasing. Florida originated 325 
cars; Texas increased to 160; and the Imperial Valley moved 20 
cars of tomatoes last week. Imports from Mexico decreased to 
135 cars. 


Forwardings of cabbage increased during the week to 1,120 
cars and were fully 40 per cent heavier than a year ago. South 
Carolina increased again to 425 cars, Alabama shipped 225, 
Mississippi about 180, Louisiana 105, and California 40 cars. 
Texas decreased to 115 cars. 


Snap bean shipments for the week increased to 615 cars, 
of which Florida originated 495 and Texas most of the remainder. 
California started 290 cars of carrots to market, while Texas 
movement decreased to 80. Cauliflower shipments from Cali- 
fornia were down to 80 cars, but cherries increased greatly to 
130 cars for the week, or twice as many as a year ago. With 
Florida cucumber forwardings increased to about 220 cars and 
Texas shipping 140, the total movement for this product was 
880 cars. South Carolina shipments of green peas jumped to 
130 cars. Mississippi originated 110, and Calffornia decreased 
to 95 cars of peas. Maryland, Virginia and Arkansas originated 
nearly all of the 230 cars of spinach. The first 10 cars of green 
corn moved from southern Texas, and first arrivals of water- 
melons were reported from Cuba and Mexico. 


California orange shipments increased sharply again to 2,025 
cars, as against 820 a year ago. Florida orange movement de- 
creased to 970 cars for the seven-day period. However, the out- 
put of Florida grapefruit increased to 955 cars, and light ship- 
ments came from California, Arizona and Porto Rico. Only 
about 30 cars of grapefruit moved during this same week last 
season. Shipments of strawberries increased greatly to 1,685 
cars for the week, and are now heavier than a year ago. Lou- 
isiana last week originated nearly 800 cars, and North Carolina 
jumped to 385 cars by rail and 80 by motor-truck. Alabama 
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shipped 265 cars of strawberries, Arkansas 70, Tennessee 40, 
Missiasippi and Florida each 35, and California 45 cars. The 
production estimate of berries in the second-early states has been 
reduced to 53,568,000 quarts, or 3 per cent less than last year. 
The nine intermediate states expect 55,885,000 quarts, a reduc- 
tion of 12 per cent from the 1980 crop. Missouri expects a good 
crop of 14,000,000 quarts. 


CaRLoT SHIPMENTS 


Moy Apr. 26- Ma Total this Total last Total 
ay2, 4-1 season to season to last 
Commolity 198 1931 1930 May 9 May 10 season 

Apples, total...... 606 807 423 107,590 100,924 102,801 
stern states... 104 161 189 42,772 50,778 51,439 

Western states.. 502 646 284 64,818 50,146 51,362 

Asparagus ........ 246 812 119 8,355 2,476 2,780 

Beans, snapandlima 614 413 619 4,326 4,662 9,557 


Strawberries 


Tomatoes: 
Domestic ..... , 503 
Imports . 135 


Vegetables, mixed: 
mestic ....... 882 46 883 14,774 14,081 31,040 
Imports .... 7 6 9 279 343 


DATE SET FOR CLASS RATE ADJUSTMENT 


Establishment of the rate adjustments in Western Trunk 
Line Class Rates and Eastern Class Rate Investigation, which 
has several times been postponed from the date originally fixed 
(November 1, 1930), has been deferred until December 3, 1931. 
The Interstate Commerce Commission has notified the respond- 
ents and defendants that the rates prescribed must be made 
effective on that date, on not less than 45 days’ notice to the 
public and filing with the Commission. In accordance with the 
practice followed in other proceedings of similar scope, protests 
occasioned by the publication of the new rates should be filed 
with the Commission not later than November 13, 1931, in order 
that the Commission may have adequate time to consider such ) 
protest. 


Carrots: 
1981 season..... 386 882 876 6,812 7,457 12,147 
1930 season ..... 28 52 12 12,147 12,043 12,149 
Cherries .......... 127 56 60 188 91 2,575 
Corn, green ....... 9 9 
Cucumbers ....... 882 187 360 746 902 7,643 
Cauliflower ....... 79 138 24 9,508 9,510 9,535 
49 16 828,742 21,128 21,147 
| 836 436 8,240 2,831 6,800 
mestic ....... 56 45 108 1,588 1,083 2,704 
Imports “Giwes 67 59 111 1,938 1,491 8,270 
230 220 156 9,117 9,318 9,636 
1,768 1,150 1,780 6,797 7,308 11,135 
: 219 811 8,082 4,863 33,506 
20! 29 5.60 6.782 6.858 
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JAPANESE FISHERIES DISPUTE WITH RUSSIA SETTLED 


The following cablegram dated April 30, has been received 
in the Department of Commerce from the American commercial 
attache at Tokyo: 


“Fisheries dispute with Russia settled on basis of 32.5 sen 
per ruble. Vessels have left for fishing grounds.” 


BUSINESS INDICATORS 
(Weeks ended Saturday, average 1923-1925=100) 


- 1981 1930- 
General Business :* May 9 May2 Apr.25 May10 May8 Apr. 26 
New York Times........ aaa 70.3 79.4 94.0 95.7 05.4 
Business Week.......... Bey 78.7 a78.9 96.9 94.2 93.9 
Freight car loadin TT? - 80.9 79.2 97.4 98.3 04.6 
Wholesale prices (Fisher's) 
ll commodities......... 720 73.1 74.0 89.0 89.7 90.2 
Agricultural products.... 61.9 62.8 63.9 04.4 94.2 95.1 
Non-agricultural products 74.8 76.1 WA 86.1 87.5 87.8 
Bank debits outside New 
| ia 112.4 95.1 102.7 136.3 120.4 116.1 
Bond prices.......... ... 1068 106.3 106.6 106.1 106.0 105.9 
143.8 141.2 146.8 228.6 233.0 244.5 
Interest rates: 
36.4 36.4 36.4 76.6 92.1 97 
Time money............ 45.7 45.7 46.6 91.4 97.1 100.0 
Business failures.......... 156.3 130.7 150.4 129.0 116.0 
Car Loaptnas 
Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L.O.L Other 
Week ended May 2......... 775,201 $12,804 227,131 235,266 
Preceding week 818,513 224,132 221, 
Corresponding week, 1930... 942,674 378,807 250,862 315,415 
Corresponding week, 1920... 1,051,935 415,732 265,586 370,61 


* Relative to a computed normal taken as 100, 
a Revised. 
WEATHER CONDITIONS 


There were two outstanding features in the weather during 
the week ended May 12 as affecting agriculture—unreasonably 
low temperatures over wide areas and generous to heavy rains 
in many states. The first was decidedly unfavorable and the 
second very helpful in further conditioning the soil, according to 
the report of the Weather Bureau. 

Except in the far west and the more eastern states, the cool 
weather retarded the growth of vegetation, prevented proper 
germination of recently-seeded crops, and slowed up farm work 
rather generally. There was more or less frost damage as far 
south as Missouri, but in most cases harm was confined to tender 
vegetation, such as garden truck. 

Rainfall during the week was very beneficial in all of the 
more eastern states, the Ohio and upper Mississippi Valleys, and 
especially the Lake region. In the latter area the top soil has 
been well moistened to a considerable depth, and in other sec- 
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tions favorable replenishment is reported. Rain is still needed, 
however, over a considerable area of the Northwest, especially 
the Dakotas, Montana, Idaho, and the Pacific states, where only 
slight relief was afforded by light showers. 


COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS OF FRUIT 


Frozen and preserved fruits in cold storage on May 1 totaled 
56,724,000 pounds as compared with 32,535,000 pounds on May 1 
a year ago, and a five-year average of 32,621,000 pounds. Cold 
storage holdings of fruit are reported as follows by the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics: 


SHRIMP AND OYSTER INVESTIGATIONS 


The most urgent problems facing the South Atlantic and 
Gulf shrimp investigation during April, according to the U. 8S. 
Fisheries Service Bulletin, have been those concerned with per- 
fecting the plans of cooperative research with the Department 
of Conservation of Louisiana and negotiations looking toward 
the same end with the State of Texas. 


Through the courtesy of the Louisiana Department of Con- 
servation, office and laboratory space will be afforded the Bureau 
of Fisheries in the quarters being provided for the bureau of 
research, headed by J. N. Gowanloch. This will furnish a strate- 
gically located headquarters in New Orleans and afford the close 
contact necessary to the coordination of the joint shrimp pro- 
gram of the Bureau of Fisheries and the Louisiana Department 
of Conservation. The equipment of the office and laboratory and 
of a chartered boat is progressing satisfactorily. 

For Louisiana an extensive program is being carefully 
planned. Plankton will be collected from the shore to a point 
80 or 40 miles out in the Gulf at all depths and throughout the 
24 hours. It is hoped that accurate quantitative methods can 
be developed by which the actual abundance as well as the time 
of occurrence of the larvae can be determined. 

The Bureau of Fisheries has recently completed plans and 
arrangements for the expansion of its oyster research program 
in the South Atlantic States. Investigations of a practical and 
scientific nature will be started during the coming summer 


May 1, May 1, 5-year 
Apples: 1931 1980 average 
2,446,000 2,553,000 
583,000 763,000 535,000 

rs: 

Frozen and preserved fruit (pounds)..... 56,724,000 32,535,000 32,621,000 
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under the direction of H. F. Prytherch for the purpose of im- 
proving the quality and increasing the production of oysters in 
these waters. The headquarters for these investigations will be 
located at the Bureau of Fisheries Biological Station, Beaufort, 
N. C., where Mr. Prytherch will be director after July 1. 


The general program is to establish one or more experi- 
mental oyster farms in each state for the purpose of determining 
and demonstrating the most efficient methods for the cultivation 
of oysters in each particular region. At these experimental 
stations, studies will be made of the spawning and setting as an 
aid to increased oyster production through the development and 
application of improved methods for the collection and trans- 
portation of seed oysters. 

Up to the present time, locations have been selected for the 
development of experimental oysters farms at Brunswick, Ga.; 
Blufton, Beaufort, and Charleston, S. C.; and at the Bureau of 
Fisheries Biological Station, Beaufort, N. C. In conducting the 
oyster studies and experiments in each respective State the 
Bureau has secured the cooperation of Peter 8S. Twitty and J. F. 
Seegers, of the Georgia State Board of Game and Fish; of J. M. 
Witsell, of the South Carolina Board of Fisheries; and of J. W. 
Harrelson and Capt. J. A. Nelson, of the Department of Con- 
servation and Development of the State of North Carolina. 

The major portion of the work dealing with experiments in 
oyster-seed collection, transportation, etc., will be carried out in 
cooperation with the following oyster producers: G. P. Maggioni 
and H. O. Lowden, of Savannah, Ga.; T. Q. Flemming, of Bruns- 
wick, Ga.; H. G. Leiding and H. M. Ebner, of Charleston, 8. C.; 
and W. M. Quinn, of Morehead City, N. C. 

It is expected that in the fall the investigations will be ex- 
panded along similar lines in Virginia and Florida. 


JAPANESE CANNED CRAB INDUSTRY IN 1930 


The merger of five companies engaged in the canned crab 
industry into a joint investment enterprise was one of the most 
significant events in Japanese crab canning during 1980, accord- 
ing to the American vice consul at Tokyo. This merger was 
aided by the Japanese Ministry of Agriculture. 

Canned crab production along the eastern coast of Kam- 
chatka amounted to 196,000 boxes during 1930, but in order to 
maintain high prices production for 1981 will be curtailed. The 
amount of production on the western coast also will be reduced 
in 1981 from 820,000 boxes by 18 ships to 197,000 boxes by 10 
ships. Six floating canneries to be reduced to only two for 1931. 
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Exports of Japanese canned crab meat for 1930 totalled 
382,879 cases, valued at $7,566,548. The following table shows 
exports according to destination: 


1930 1929 1928 
To Cases Cases Cases 
United States ............. 


Australia. 

France 

German 


‘ 396,086 


The Mitsubishi Shoji Kaisha virtually controls the produc- 
tion and sales of canned crab obtained in Kamchatka. Out of 
the total output of canned crab amounting to 569,000 cases, this 
company sold 295,000 cases produced by the Showa, Yagi, 
Hayashikane and Nichiro Fisheries. The Mitsubishi have con- 
tracted with these floating and shore canneries for their produc- 
tion for the next 10 years. 

The floating cannery is the greatest achievement in the 
history of crab canning. In the early days of the crab industry 
the crab was caught off the coast of Hokkaido and Karafuto and 
packed on land. The efforts to overcome the limitation in pro- 
duction necessitated by this method led to the development of 
the floating canneries. 

The canneries go to the famous fisheries in the waters off 
Kamchatka, and catch and pack the crabs on the spot. These 
floating canneries today produce more than 70 per cent of the 
total output in Japan, and their products are preferred because 
of their great freshness. 

Among the land packs, the Nichiro Company is generally 
known to be the best, and through their special methods of can- 
ning, claim to equal in quality the products of the floating 
canneries. 
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